
EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

MACDUFF
Key features · development · paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Macduff connects national duty to personal feeling. His grief challenges the idea that masculinity depends on
suppressing emotion.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Discovers regicide › 2 Resists tyranny › 3 Grieves for family › 4 Confronts Macbeth

FEELING AND COURAGE

“I must also feel it as a man”
Macduff, 4.3

PAIRED WITH

“Turn, hell-hound, turn!”
Macduff, 5.8

METHOD → MEANING

The first statement insists that feeling belongs within manhood;
the later repeated imperative turns grief into confrontation.
Action does not require him to erase love or sorrow.

FROM PUBLIC HORROR TO PRIVATE LOSS

“O horror, horror, horror!”
Macduff, 2.3

PAIRED WITH

“All my pretty ones?”
Macduff, 4.3

METHOD → MEANING

Repetition marks the enormity of Duncan’s murder. The later
question and affectionate phrase individualise the cost of
tyranny: national disorder now destroys his own household.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Leaving his family makes his duty painful and debatable. Lady Macduff’s criticism should remain part of an account that
also recognises his resistance to tyranny.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN…?

How does Macduff challenge Lady Macbeth’s definition of being a man?EXAM STASH · examstashhq.com
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