EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

MACBETH

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Macbeth knows the moral cost of murder. His tragedy grows from choosing power despite that knowledge, then using
more violence to defend it.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Honoured warrior » 2 Conscious murderer y 3 Fearful tyrant y 4 Defiant isolation

AMBITION BECOMES ENTRAPMENT

“vaulting ambition” METHOD — MEANING
Macbeth, 1.7 The riding metaphor imagines ambition overreaching before the
PAIRED WITH murder; the later blood metaphor imagines violence as an

engulfing landscape. He presents retreat as difficult, but that is

[13 H Lh
I am in blood his reasoning, not proof that he has no choice.

Macbeth, 3.4

A HERO REDEFINED

“brave Macbeth” METHOD — MEANING
Captain, 1.2 The public labels frame a collapse in reputation. Both describe
PAIRED WITH killing: legitimate service becomes destructive self-interest. Ask
. who speaks each judgement and how its political settin
“this dead butcher” P Judg P 9
matters.
Malcolm, 5.9
~ y,
PUSH THE ARGUMENT

His final courage complicates his villainy without cancelling responsibility. The witches offer possibilities; he chooses to
kill Duncan and later orders murders they never require.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Shakespeare turn a celebrated capacity for violence into a danger to Scotland?
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EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

LADY MACBETH

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Lady Macbeth tries to make conscience and compassion disappear. The return of blood and hand imagery exposes
the limits of that imagined control.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Invokes cruelty » 2 Directs the plan y 3 Loses private control y 4 Dies offstage

/ 0
WATER FAILS TO ERASE GUILT

“A little water clears us of this deed” METHOD — MEANING

Lady Macbeth, 2.2 Early declarative certainty makes guilt sound washable. The

PAIRED WITH later imperative cannot command imagined blood to leave. Her
sleepwalking turns a claimed practical solution into a repeated

“Out, damned spot!” signF:)f distrgss. ° °

Lady Macbeth, 5.1

GENDER AS A WEAPON

“unsex me here” METHOD — MEANING

Lady Macbeth, 1.5 The first appeal rejects qualities she associates with femininity;
PAIRED WITH the later conditional turns masculinity into a test Macbeth must

pass. These are her manipulative definitions, not rules the play

“When you durst do it, then you were asks us to accept.

a man”
Lady Macbeth, 1.7

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

She is influential in Duncan’s murder but increasingly excluded from Macbeth’s later plans. Do not claim she orders
Banquo’s or the Macduff family’s deaths.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why is the sleepwalking scene a reversal of her earlier authority?
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EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

BANQUO

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Banquo offers an alternative response to temptation. His caution exposes Macbeth'’s choices, while his own interest in
the prophecy prevents an entirely simple contrast.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Hears the prediction » 2 Warns against deception , 3 Suspects Macbeth y 4 Returns as a ghost
4 N

TEMPTATION AND CAUTION

“instruments of darkness” METHOD — MEANING

Banquo, 1.3 The musical metaphor imagines supernatural agents serving

PAIRED WITH evil; the later question admits attraction to the promise about his
descendants. He recognises danger but is not untouched by

[13 bh

May they not be my oracles as well ambition.

Banquo, 3.1

SUPPRESSED THREAT RETURNS

“roya"y of nature” METHOD — MEANING

Macbeth about Banquo, 3.1 Macbeth’s praise makes Banquo a political threat; the direct

PAIRED WITH command at the banquet reveals failed control. The ghost has

no lines, yet disrupts the king’s public performance.
“Never shake thy gory locks at me” y P gsp P

Macbeth to the ghost, 3.4

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Banquo does not expose Macbeth before his death. His silence can invite debate, but it should not be treated as
evidence that he joins the murder plot.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How can Banquo be both a moral foil and a person tempted by future power?
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EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

MACDUFF

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Macduff connects national duty to personal feeling. His grief challenges the idea that masculinity depends on
suppressing emotion.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Discovers regicide » 2 Resists tyranny y 3 Grieves for family y 4 Confronts Macbeth

FEELING AND COURAGE

“l must also feel it as a man” METHOD — MEANING
Macduff, 4.3 The first statement insists that feeling belongs within manhood;
PAIRED WITH the later repeated imperative turns grief into confrontation.

Action does not require him to erase love or sorrow.
“Turn, hell-hound, turn!”

Macduff, 5.8

FROM PUBLIC HORROR TO PRIVATE LOSS

“0O horror, horror, horror!” METHOD — MEANING
Macduff, 2.3 Repetition marks the enormity of Duncan’s murder. The later
PAIRED WITH question and affectionate phrase individualise the cost of

tyranny: national disorder now destroys his own household.
“All my pretty ones?” yranty Y

Macduff, 4.3

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Leaving his family makes his duty painful and debatable. Lady Macduff’s criticism should remain part of an account that
also recognises his resistance to tyranny.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Macduff challenge Lady Macbeth’s definition of being a man?
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EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

DUNCAN

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Duncan embodies generous authority but repeatedly misreads loyalty. His vulnerability makes Macbeth'’s betrayal
both political and intimate.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Rewards loyal service » 2 Trusts appearances y 3 Enters Macbeth’s home y 4 Becomes the murdered
king

TRUST BETRAYED TWICE

“There’s no art” METHOD — MEANING
DUEE, U g 2 e His admission that appearances conceal character is followed
PAIRED WITH by affectionate praise of the next traitor. Dramatic irony makes

. . his confidence disturbing.
“O worthiest cousin!” 8

Duncan to Macbeth, 1.4

HOSPITALITY REVERSED
“This castle hath a pleasant seat” METHOD — MEANING
Duncan, 1.6 The welcoming setting conceals the plan to kill him. Macbeth’s
PAIRED WITH ornate report idealises the body even as the murderer performs
. . . . ) ublic grief; interpretation must account for that speaker’s
“His silver skin laced with his golden secept?on_ P P
blood”
Macbeth describing Duncan, 2.3
(. J

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Duncan’s generosity does not make his judgement flawless. Distinguish the image of legitimate kingship from a claim
that every decision he makes is wise.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why does Shakespeare let Duncan recognise deception before he trusts Macbeth?
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EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

MALCOLM

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Malcolm learns caution in a court where appearances deceive. His return offers political repair after Macbeth’s rule.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Flees danger y 2 Tests loyalty » 3 Organises resistance » 4 Restores the succession

CAUTION BECOMES JUDGEMENT

“This murderous shaft” METHOD — MEANING
Malcolm, 2.3 The image of an arrow still in flight makes danger seem
PAIRED WITH unfinished after Duncan’s death. In testing Macduff, Malcolm

temporarily disguises himself before revealing his account of his

13 ”
What | am truly true character.

Malcolm, 4.3

A WOUNDED COUNTRY AND REPAIR

“It weeps, it bleeds” METHOD — MEANING
bl el Ele el SRl s Personification makes Scotland a suffering body. The final
PAIRED WITH religious language proposes a different basis for rule from

Macbeth'’s fear and private ambition.
“by the grace of Grace” P

Malcolm, 5.9

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

His invented vices in 4.3 are part of a test; do not quote them as a straightforward confession of what he is really like.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Malcolm’s testing of Macduff respond to the danger that killed Duncan?
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EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

THE WITCHES

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

The witches create temptation and uncertainty. Their partial truths become dangerous when Macbeth turns them into
guarantees.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Speak in paradox » 2 Offer advancement y 3 Supply equivocal y 4 Leave Macbeth
assurances overconfident
4 N
DECEPTION ANNOUNCED
“Fair is foul, and foul is fair” METHOD — MEANING
Witches, 1.1 The opening paradox unsettles moral distinctions. Macbeth’s
PAIRED WITH echo connects his language to theirs before he hears the

prediction, creating unease rather than proving total

13 H
So foul and fair a day | have not supernatural control.

seen”
Macbeth, 1.3

AN ASSURANCE MISREAD

“none of woman born” METHOD — MEANING
Second apparition, 4.1 The first fragment sounds universal when Macbeth interprets it;
PAIRED WITH the later disclosure exposes the limit hidden in its wording.

. Equivocation works through a hearer’'s assumptions.
“Macduff was from his mother’s womb . . >

untimely ripped”
Macduff, 5.8

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

The apparitions speak the later promises. Macbeth'’s interpretations are more absolute than the words warrant. He
remains responsible for decisions that go beyond any prediction.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Which murders does Macbeth choose without being instructed by the witches?
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EXAM STASH MACBETH / CHARACTER STASH

LADY MACDUFF

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Lady Macduff gives political violence a domestic setting. Her criticism reveals the cost of resistance for people left
vulnerable.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Questions departure » 2 Protects her son y 3 Faces danger at home y 4 Exposes tyranny’s human
cost

PROTECTION AND ABANDONMENT

‘“‘He loves us not” METHOD — MEANING
Lady Macduff, 4.2 Her accusation measures duty through care for a family. The
PAIRED WITH small protective bird makes Macduff’s departure look troubling

from inside the home, even though the audience knows his

113 EE]
the poor wren political purpose.

Lady Macduff, 4.2

INNOCENCE OFFERS NO SECURITY

“l have done no harm” METHOD — MEANING
Lady Macduff, 4.2 Her plain assertion cannot protect her in a violent state.
PAIRED WITH Macduff’s later question carries the offstage family loss into the

resistance plot; the shift of speaker extends the consequences

1] 7
All my pretty ones? beyond the scene.

Macduff, 4.3

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

She does not know everything the audience knows about Macduff’s mission. Treat her judgement as a meaningful
perspective, rather than the play’s only verdict on him.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why place a conversation between mother and child before an attack?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

EBENEZER SCROOGE

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Dickens makes redemption visible through changed relationships and practical care. Feeling differently matters
because Scrooge begins to behave differently.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Rejects others » 2 Reuvisits losses y 3 Learns empathy y 4 Acts generously

ISOLATION BECOMES BELONGING

“solitary as an oyster” METHOD — MEANING

Narrator, Stave 1 The opening simile encloses Scrooge; the family metaphor gives

PAIRED WITH him a continuing relationship and responsibility. A possible pearl
is an interpretation of the oyster, not a stated guarantee of

“a second father” reform. P i 2

Narrator about Scrooge and Tiny Tim, Stave 5

STATISTICS BECOME A PERSON'’S LIVELIHOOD

“decrease the surplus population” METHOD — MEANING

Scrooge, Stave 1 Impersonal economic language reduces human lives to a

PAIRED WITH burden. The final direct promise uses money to support a named

. employee, answering the earlier refusal in everyday conduct.
“I'll raise your salary” Py J yeay

Scrooge to Bob, Stave 5

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

The ending describes sustained change. A festive gift alone would be weaker evidence than continued support for Bob
and Tiny Tim.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Which actions prove that Scrooge’s new feelings become lasting care?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

JACOB MARLEY

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Marley shows what recognition looks like when it arrives too late. His warning gives Scrooge the opportunity he no

longer has.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Accumulates wealth ) 2 Dies in isolation

y 3 Recognises failure y 4 Warns his partner

A SELF-MADE BURDEN

“l wear the chain | forged in life”
Marley, Stave 1

PAIRED WITH

“Mankind was my business”
Marley, Stave 1

METHOD — MEANING

The chain makes repeated choices physically visible. The
redefinition of business challenges the belief that commercial
success fulfils human duty.

SHARED PAST, DIFFERENT POSSIBILITIES

“a good man of business”

Scrooge about Marley, Stave 1

PAIRED WITH

“a chance and hope of escaping my
fate”

Marley to Scrooge, Stave 1

METHOD — MEANING

Scrooge’s compliment exposes the narrow values they shared.
Marley’s later offer turns their resemblance into a warning: the
same past need not produce the same future.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

His regret is sincere but cannot undo his life. His role is to make Scrooge’s remaining time morally urgent.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does the chain connect personal choice to lasting consequences?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

The first spirit makes remembering an active moral experience. It shows Scrooge both wounds and alternatives to the
life he chose.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Appears as changing light , 2 Reveals loneliness y 3 Recalls generosity y 4 Exposes lost love

REVELATION MEETS RESISTANCE

“a bright clear jet of light” METHOD — MEANING
Narrator, Stave 2 Light makes memory illuminating and difficult to suppress.
PAIRED WITH Scrooge’s attempt to extinguish it dramatises resistance to

truths he is beginning to recognise.

“could not hide the light”

Narrator as Scrooge presses down the cap, Stave 2

CARE AND PAINFUL REFORM

“Your welfare!” METHOD — MEANING
Ghost, Stave 2 The spirit’s correction insists that helping Scrooge may require
PAIRED WITH discomfort. The visit is not nostalgic entertainment: recollection

“Your reclamation. then” must change his understanding of himself.
’

Ghost, Stave 2

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

The childlike and aged appearance suggests the strange nearness and distance of memory. The scenes belong to
Scrooge’s past, not the spirit's personal development.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why must Scrooge remember Fezziwig's kindness as well as his own loneliness?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT
Key features - development - paired evidence O

THE BIG IDEA

The second spirit links abundant celebration to urgent responsibility. lts warmth makes the exposure of neglected
children more unsettling.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Welcomes Scrooge » 2 Reveals shared » 3 Returns his own words » 4 Uncovers deprivation
celebration

AN INVITATION THAT BECOMES A CHALLENGE

“Come in! and know me better, man!” METHOD — MEANING
Ghost, Stave 3 The welcoming imperative opens Scrooge to other lives.
PAIRED WITH Repetition later turns his earlier dismissal back on him, exposing

. the inadequacy of punishment as an answer to need.
“Are there no prisons?” aHacy otp

Ghost repeating Scrooge, Stave 3

ABUNDANCE AND DEPRIVATION

“a jolly Giant” METHOD — MEANING
N, SR The expansive festive figure seems to promise plenty; the
PAIRED WITH allegorical children concealed beneath its robe reveal

deprivation within the same society. Celebration becomes a

“This boy is Ignorance. This girl is reason to share.

Want.”

Ghost, Stave 3

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

The spirit ages across the day. Its short life turns the present into an opportunity that cannot simply be postponed.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How do the children change the meaning of the spirit’s earlier abundance?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

GHOST OF CHRISTMAS YET TO COME

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

The last spirit makes Scrooge interpret the consequences of a life without affection. Its silence places pressure on him
to recognise himself and choose.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Approaches silently » 2 Shows an unloved death y 3 Reveals family grief y 4 Points to the grave

SILENT POWER

“a solemn Phantom” METHOD — MEANING
Narrator, Stave 4 The ghost’s imposing outline and refusal to explain make the
PAIRED WITH future difficult to negotiate with. Scrooge must connect the

.. fragments himself rather than wait for a reassuring speech.
“The Spirit answered not” J 9P

Narrator, Stave 4

PREDICTION BECOMES POSSIBILITY

“| fear you more than any spectre” METHOD — MEANING
Scrooge, Stave 4 The direct admission exposes vulnerability. The later assertion
PAIRED WITH announces a changed identity, but the final stave must still test

that claim through action.
“l am not the man | was” :

Scrooge, Stave 4

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

The visions are warnings about a possible future. Do not claim the spirit proves that change is impossible or confirms
Tiny Tim must die.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why delay the dead man’s identification until the gravestone?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

BOB CRATCHIT

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Bob’s warmth exposes Scrooge’s cold use of authority. His family’s vulnerability connects an employer’s decisions to
life beyond the workplace.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Endures harsh » 2 Nurtures his family y 3Imagines devastating loss , 4 Receives practical support
employment

COLD WORK, WARM AFFECTION

“one coal” METHOD — MEANING
Narrator about Bob's fire, Stave 1 The minimal fuel makes inequality concrete. Carrying Tim turns
PAIRED WITH care into a visible physical act; Bob’s limited income does not

- - - imply limited affection.
“Tiny Tim upon his shoulder” Py

Narrator, Stave 3

GRATITUDE UNDER PRESSURE

“the Founder of the Feast” METHOD — MEANING
2reld) ElaEL SR, SHENE Bob’s toast is generous but meets Mrs Cratchit's anger. The pay
PAIRED WITH rise answers workplace exploitation more directly than praise:

. changed authority improves the family’s resources.
“I'll raise your salary” J v imp Y

Scrooge to Bob, Stave 5

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Bob’s kindness need not mean the working conditions are acceptable. Mrs Cratchit’s criticism prevents the reader from
confusing gratitude with justice.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does the pay rise connect the office to the family meal?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

TINY TIM

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Tiny Tim gives social neglect an individual human cost. His generosity of feeling challenges Scrooge’s assumption
that poverty measures human worth.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Shares family joy » 2 Makes need personal y 3 Faces a possible death y 4 Survives an altered future

INCLUSIVE CARE AND FRAGILE LIFE

“God bless Us, Every One!” METHOD — MEANING
Tiny Tim, Stave 3 The inclusive blessing extends goodwill beyond the household.
PAIRED WITH The absent place makes the cost of neglect imaginable through

something small and familiar.
“a vacant seat” 2

Ghost about Tim’s possible future, Stave 3

THE FUTURE CAN CHANGE

“the child will die” METHOD — MEANING
Ghost's conditional warning, Stave 3 Read the first fragment with its condition: the future depends on
PAIRED WITH whether its shadows alter. The emphatic final correction turns
) : Scrooge’s reform into an outcome that matters to another
“who did NOT die” o
person.
Narrator about Tim, Stave 5
~ J

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Tim is loved and expressive before Scrooge changes. Discuss his own place in the family, rather than treating him solely
as a device to improve a rich man.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why is an empty place at the table more powerful than an abstract population statistic?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

MRS CRATCHIT

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mrs Cratchit combines practical affection with anger at unfair treatment. Her voice keeps the family’s warmth from
excusing Scrooge’s behaviour.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Organises the meal » 2 Shares in family pride y 3 Challenges Scrooge y 4 Protects her household

SCARCITY AND INGENUITY

“brave in ribbons” METHOD — MEANING
Narrator, Stave 3 The costume detail gives inexpensive decoration dignity. The
PAIRED WITH comic simile makes the pudding a dramatic achievement;
. presentation and shared effort create celebration despite limited
[13 Lh
like a speckled cannon-ball reSOUTCEs.
Narrator about the pudding, Stave 3
A TOAST CONTESTED
“an odious, stingy, hard, unfeeling METHOD — MEANING
man” The accumulating adjectives refuse to sentimentalise
Mrs Cratchit about Scrooge, Stave 3 exploitation. Her eventual participation in the toast honours
e family and Christmas without becoming approval of Scrooge.

“for your sake and the Day’s”
Mrs Cratchit to Bob, Stave 3

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

She is not simply the angry opposite of a kind husband. Her criticism protects the same family whose happiness Bob
celebrates.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Mrs Cratchit make the reader reconsider Bob’s gratitude?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

FRED

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Fred presents belonging as an offer made before it is earned. His steady generosity provides an alternative to
Scrooge’s isolation.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Offers companionship » 2 Rejects Scrooge’s values , 3 Keeps the invitation open , 4 Welcomes his return

CHRISTMAS AS SHARED HUMANITY

“kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant METHOD — MEANING

time” The list turns Christmas into a set of social practices. The travel
Fred, Stave 1 metaphor places different classes on a shared human journey,
PAIRED WITH challenging the separation Scrooge protects.

“fellow-passengers to the grave”
Fred, Stave 1

REJECTION MEETS AN OPEN DOOR

“l mean to give him the same chance METHOD — MEANING
every year” Repeated opportunity makes Fred’s care persistent. The excited
Fred, Stave 3 narrative exclamation and energetic handshake turn that

N principle into an embodied welcome.

“Let him in! It is a mercy he didn’t
shake his arm off.”

Narrator about Fred’s welcome, Stave 5

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Fred does not need a conversion arc. His consistency matters because Scrooge’s relationship to his offer changes.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why does Fred’s welcome matter more because he offered it before Scrooge became generous?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

FAN

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Fan gives Scrooge a memory of being loved. Remembering her makes his rejection of her son harder to justify.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Finds her lonely brother » 2 Brings him home y 3 Leaves aloving memory y 4 Connects Scrooge to Fred

LOVE BREAKS ISOLATION

“a solitary child, neglected by his METHOD — MEANING

friends” The lonely description creates sympathy without excusing the
Narrator about young Scrooge, Stave 2 adult miser. Fan’s repeated noun makes home a promise of
PAIRED WITH connection and release.

“to bring you home, home, home!”
Fan, Stave 2

MEMORY POINTS TO A PRESENT DUTY

“a large heart!” METHOD — MEANING
Ghost about Fan, Stave 2 The emotional image defines her through generosity. The abrupt
PAIRED WITH reminder joins past affection to a person Scrooge can still

welcome; memory becomes an ethical demand.
“Your nephew!”

Ghost reminding Scrooge of Fred, Stave 2

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Her small physical presence and courage make affection seem powerful without wealth or status. Do not confuse Fan
with Belle.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Fan’s memory change the meaning of Fred’s repeated invitations?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

FEZZIWIG

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Fezziwig shows that an employer’s influence is measured in other people’s daily lives. Scrooge recognises a kind of
wealth that cannot be reduced to the party’s cost.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Employs young Scrooge » 2 Pauses work y 3 Creates shared joy y 4 Models better authority

BUSINESS CAN MAKE ROOM FOR PEOPLE

“No more work to-night” METHOD — MEANING
Fezziwig, Stave 2 The command uses authority to create rest and celebration.
PAIRED WITH Scrooge’s later recognition moves value from the money spent

“the happiness he gives” to the experience made possible for employees.

Scrooge about Fezziwig, Stave 2

PAST EXAMPLE, PRESENT RESPONSIBILITY

“the power to render us happy or METHOD — MEANING

unhappy” Opposing adjectives acknowledge how a manager shapes
Scrooge about Fezziwig, Stave 2 emotional life. The sudden reference to Bob links admiration of a
e past employer to Scrooge’s own unfinished duty.

“say a word or two to my clerk just
now”

Scrooge, Stave 2

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Mrs Fezziwig helps create the party’s welcome. The scene presents collective enjoyment, rather than a heroic employer
acting entirely alone.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why does Scrooge defend the party when its financial cost is questioned?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

BELLE

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Belle makes the cost of Scrooge’s priorities personal. She recognises that his growing devotion to money has altered
the relationship she agreed to.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Loves young Scrooge » 2 Names his changed y 3 Ends the engagement y 4 Appears in an alternative
values family life

A COMPETING ALLEGIANCE

“Another idol has displaced me” METHOD — MEANING
Belle, Stave 2 The religious metaphor presents wealth as a rival object of
PAIRED WITH devotion. Gold explains the idol: the relationship fails because

money has become an organising value.
“A golden one” v g g

Belle, Stave 2

A CHOSEN LOSS

“l release you” METHOD — MEANING
Belle, Stave 2 The direct release recognises that their agreement no longer
PAIRED WITH reflects his wishes. The later family scene makes lost

possibilities visible without proving exactly what their marriage

1] H
such another creature, quite as would have been.

graceful and as full of promise”

Narrator about Belle’s daughter, Stave 2

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Belle acts with judgement and agency. Her later happiness is not a punishment engineered for Scrooge; he is forced to
witness a life that continued beyond him.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Belle reveal a change in values rather than simply a change in income?
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EXAM STASH A CHRISTMAS CAROL / CHARACTER STASH

IGNORANCE AND WANT

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

These allegorical children turn social problems into vulnerable human figures. Dickens makes neglect frightening
while directing blame towards the society that produces it.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Hidden beneath » 2 Revealed as neglected » 3 Accuse social neglect y 4 Make the present urgent
abundance children

THE DANGER HAS HUMAN AUTHORS

“They are Man’s” METHOD — MEANING
Ghost, Stave 3 The possessive assigns responsibility to humanity. Naming
PAIRED WITH makes lack of education and material deprivation visible as

. . . .. children requiring care, rather than abstract defects in the poor.
IS DOVY IS norance. IS girl IS
“This boy is Ig This girl Auing P

Want.”

Ghost, Stave 3

A WARNING ANSWERED BY OLD EXCUSES

“Beware them both” METHOD — MEANING
Ghost, Stave 3 The urgent imperative asks for prevention. Repeating Scrooge’s
PAIRED WITH institutional answer makes its inadequacy audible at the moment

their need is most exposed.
“Are there no workhouses?” .

Ghost repeating Scrooge, Stave 3

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Ignorance receives the stronger warning, but that does not make Want harmless. The revelation occurs in Stave 3,
beneath the Ghost of Christmas Present’s robe.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why represent these social dangers as children rather than as the wealthy adults who ignore them?
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EXAM STASH AN INSPECTOR CALLS / CHARACTER STASH

INSPECTOR GOOLE

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Goole replaces the host’s social authority with moral scrutiny. His uncertain identity does not remove the force of what
the family learns.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Interrupts celebration » 2 Directs disclosure y 3 Demands responsibility y 4 Leavesawarning

STAGE AUTHORITY BECOMES A COLLECTIVE MORAL CLAIM

“solidity and purposefulness” METHOD — MEANING
Priestley's Act 1 stage direction describing Goole's first entrance The stage direction gives the actor an assured, deliberate
PAIRED WITH presence; it does not require unusual physical size. The later

» ’ body metaphor makes society interdependent. His control of the

members of one body room becomes a challenge to the family's narrow understanding
Inspector Goole, Act 3 final speech of duty. This is the unfolding of a dramatic role rather than proof
that Goole personally changes.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Taking the room Linking decisions Leaving a test

His entrance interrupts the engagement The sequence of disclosure makes The family’s reactions after his departure
dinner and changes who can direct the employment, shopping, relationships reveal whether his lesson survives
conversation. Track questions, and charity parts of a shared problem without his presence. The final call
interruptions and the photograph as rather than separate private incidents. makes that question urgent again.

instruments of authority.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

A production can make him seem official, supernatural or unsettlingly ordinary. Keep the identity debate separate from
the evidence of the family’s conduct.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why does the final phone call prevent the family from comfortably dismissing his lesson?
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EXAM STASH AN INSPECTOR CALLS / CHARACTER STASH

ARTHUR BIRLING

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Birling’s confidence protects profit and reputation. His response after Goole leaves tests whether discovering facts
has produced ethical learning.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Displays success » 2 Defends dismissal y 3 Fears scandal y 4 Seizes on the possible
hoax

CONFIDENT PREDICTION, SELF-PROTECTIVE REACTION

“unsinkable, absolutely unsinkable” METHOD — MEANING
Arthur Birling, Act 1 dinner speech about the Titanic Repetition intensifies a certainty that the audience knows is
PAIRED WITH mistaken. The later concern with publicity exposes the

continuing priority of reputation. The investigation shakes his
composure without reliably changing his values. Both quotations
Arthur Birling, Act 3 after the Inspector leaves are his own words; there is no need to pass off Sheila's criticism
as Birling's speech.

“public scandal”

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

The confident host Defending the dismissal The apparent escape
His dinner speech presents business He treats the strike through the His relief when Goole’s identity is
success as evidence of reliable employer’s cost calculations. Compare questioned reveals the priority of
judgement. Historical dramatic irony this account with the vulnerability of reputation. Contrast discovering a
makes the audience question that workers who cannot safely challenge possible loophole with acknowledging
authority before the investigation wages. the effects of his decisions.
develops.
(& )
PUSH THE ARGUMENT

He is concerned about real consequences, but concern for reputation is different from accepting harm done to Eva.
Explain that distinction through his late response.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does the possible hoax reveal what Birling has actually learned?
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EXAM STASH AN INSPECTOR CALLS / CHARACTER STASH

SYBIL BIRLING

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mrs Birling turns social authority into a judgement about who deserves help. The order of revelations exposes the

limits of her certainty.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Performs respectability » 2 Judges an applicant y 3 Allocates blame

y 4 Defends her decision

“Girls of that class”

woman
PAIRED WITH

“l accept no blame”
Mrs Birling, Act 2: defending her charity decision

Mrs Birling, Act 2: interrupted generalisation about the young

CLASS GENERALISATION PROTECTS A REFUSAL OF RESPONSIBILITY

METHOD — MEANING

involvement.

The plural label replaces attention to an individual with a social
category. The later first-person denial protects her own
judgement from scrutiny. These show a persistent attitude within
Act 2, not a successful transformation. Dramatic irony deepens
when her demand to punish the child's father exposes Eric's

Respectability as authority

Her position in the charity organisation
lets a personal judgement determine
whether someone receives help. Social
status is given a material effect.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

The order of revelation

She demands punishment for the child’s
father before Eric’s involvement
becomes clear. That timing turns
confident blame back towards her own
household.

Resisting the lesson

Defending her decision makes the
investigation a test of whether public
service means meeting need or
protecting a hierarchy of deservingness.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

The strongest argument is about institutional power: as a committee member she can turn a personal judgement into the

denial of material help.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why does Priestley delay Eric’s full revelation until after her demand for the father's punishment?
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EXAM STASH AN INSPECTOR CALLS / CHARACTER STASH

SHEILA BIRLING

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Sheila’s development is visible in what she does after the Inspector leaves. Her insight survives the attempt to explain
the evening away.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Enjoys privilege » 2 Admits misuse of power y 3 Recognises the pattern y 4 Maintains moral
independence

COMFORT GIVES WAY TO ACKNOWLEDGED RESPONSIBILITY

“very pleased with life” METHOD — MEANING
I CTE e (88 SRS ) S el The opening direction places her within the family's comfortable
PAIRED WITH celebration. Her later admission keeps attention on what she

G <097 did, even while her parents worry about scandal. The change in
I’'m ashamed of it - ; .

dramatic presentation supports an argument about growing
Sheila, Act 3: acknowledging her conduct after the Inspector moral independence; remorse does not undo the harm of her
leaves complaint at Milwards.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Privilege misused Learning to read the room The engagement reconsidered
Her complaint at Milwards uses She recognises the pattern of the Refusing to return immediately to the old
customer status to damage a worker’s questioning and warns the family against  arrangement gives her changed
livelihood. Beginning with that act makes  evasions. Her speech becomes less understanding a practical consequence.
the later learning morally significant. dependent on her parents’ judgement. Remorse becomes an independent
decision.
(& )
PUSH THE ARGUMENT

She changes substantially but is not innocent at the beginning. An argument about learning needs the shop incident as
well as her later moral clarity.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Which decisions show Sheila learning independently of Goole’s presence?
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EXAM STASH AN INSPECTOR CALLS / CHARACTER STASH

ERIC BIRLING

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Eric’s late acceptance of responsibility separates him from his parents, but admitting wrongdoing does not erase
sexual coercion or the harm done to Eva.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Appears uneasy » 2 Conceals serious harm y 3 Faces disclosure y 4 Accepts a continuing duty

DIVIDED APPEARANCE, EXPLICIT COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY

“half shy, half assertive” METHOD — MEANING
FIEERIRTS e RNl AL SEEE EIETT I L0 ETe The balanced halves make unease visible before its causes are
PAIRED WITH disclosed. The later collective pronoun refuses the attempt to

separate respectable appearances from consequences. His
“we all helped” e

acceptance of responsibility is significant but cannot erase the
Eric, Act 3: insisting the family's conduct still matters despite coercion, exp|oitation and theft he reveals. Avoid treating
doubts about Goole confession as complete redemption.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Unease before disclosure The harm disclosed A moral difference
The opening stage directions and His account exposes sexual coercion, His late insistence on what the family
drinking prepare the audience for a pregnancy and stolen money. Avoid actually did contrasts with his parents’
concealed problem. They do not excuse turning the relationship into an focus on the visitor’s identity.
the actions later revealed. uncomplicated romance or making Acceptance matters even when
confession sufficient reparation. consequences cannot be undone.

S J

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Do not describe his conduct as an uncomplicated romance. His account includes coercion; the ethical seriousness must
remain explicit.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Eric’s response to the possible hoax differ from his father's?
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EXAM STASH AN INSPECTOR CALLS / CHARACTER STASH

GERALD CROFT

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Gerald’s apparent kindness operates within unequal power. Discovering uncertainty about Goole offers him a way to
restore appearances without fully addressing the lesson.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Offers respectability » 2 Reveals the affair y 3 Investigates the visitor y 4 Proposes a return to
normal

SOCIAL POLISH AND THE WISH TO RESTORE NORMALITY

“easy well-bred” METHOD — MEANING
Priestley's opening Act 1 stage direction about Gerald The opening description establishes the confidence of a socially
PAIRED WITH approved young man. His later reassurance treats the apparent

K — . ’ collapse of Goole's investigation as an opportunity to resume the

Everything’s all right now engagement. The repeated ring gives that wish a stage object.
Gerald, Act 3: offering Sheila the ring again shortly before the His kindness to Daisy complicates judgement, but exposure of
final telephone call the apparent hoax does not settle his moral responsibility.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

An approved match Help within an imbalance The return of the ring
Family connections make the He intervenes for Daisy and supplies Investigation of Goole gives him grounds
engagement socially useful. His ease shelter, yet controls how long that for reassurance. Offering the ring again
within the celebration contrasts with the support lasts. Both apparent care and invites a return to normal that Sheila is
powerlessness of the woman later unequal power belong in a qualified not yet willing to accept.
discussed. judgement.

S J
PUSH THE ARGUMENT

He intervenes when Daisy is vulnerable, but help and exploitation can coexist. A qualified judgement should consider his
motives, power and eventual withdrawal.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Does Gerald’s investigation answer the ethical questions raised by the affair?
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EXAM STASH AN INSPECTOR CALLS / CHARACTER STASH

EVA SMITH / DAISY RENTON

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Eva never speaks on stage. The audience must examine how powerful people describe her while recognising the
material harm their own accounts disclose.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Works for wages » 2 Loses employment y 3 Faces unequal » 4 lsreconstructed through
relationships testimony

FROM ECONOMIC CATEGORY TO A WIDER HUMAN CLAIM

“cheap labour” METHOD — MEANING
Sheila, Act 1: rejecting the reduction,of workers to costs Sheila's phrase exposes a business view she rejects; it is not
PAIRED WITH Eva speaking. The Inspector's repetition expands the moral

BT - ’ demand beyond one case. Because Eva never appears and

millions and millions others control the accounts, the audience must distinguish the
Inspector Goole, Act 3 final speech: widening the story to many play's social challenge from certainty that every reported
vulnerable people encounter concerns the same woman. The names and identity
remain part of the investigation's uncertainty.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

An absent centre Repeated vulnerability An unresolved identity
She has no onstage speech. Every The disclosures move across work, Late doubts about the photograph and
account passes through someone with retail, relationships and charity. The name complicate the biography. They do
their own motives, status and structure exposes different ways not erase the conduct each person has
relationship to the investigation. privilege can affect a person with limited admitted or the play’s wider social
protection. challenge.

S J

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Late doubts about whether everyone saw the same woman remain unresolved. Do not claim that uncertainty proves no
one harmed anyone, or treat all testimony as independently verified.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

What is gained and lost by never allowing Eva to tell her own story on stage?
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EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

MICKEY JOHNSTONE

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mickey’s changing body and voice make unequal opportunity visible over time. His adult distress grows within
unemployment, imprisonment and damaged relationships.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Plays freely » 2 Faces unequal opportunity , 3 Loses work and freedom y 4 Confronts his lost
possibilities

SHARED CHILDHOOD, UNEQUAL ADULTHOOD

“stand by each other” METHOD — MEANING
Mickey, Act 1: becoming blood brothers The childhood promise imagines an equal bond and mutual
PAIRED WITH protection. The short later declaration measures adulthood
» ’ through hardship. Set beside Edward's continuing freedom,
| grew up o :
Mickey's apparent maturity exposes unequal pressures rather
Mickey, Act 2: the Christmas reunion after losing his job than a natural difference between the twins.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Childhood performance The job loss Prison and its aftermath
An adult actor playing a child can make Employment is connected to adulthood, The robbery, imprisonment and
confidence, awkwardness and security and being useful. His conflict depression change his relationships.
eagerness funny. Later changes in with Edward exposes the difference Distinguish social pressures from
posture and energy let the same body between lacking spending money and individual decisions; illness is not a
register lost possibilities. lacking a viable future. moral failure.
(& )
PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Depression and medication must not be treated as evidence of moral weakness. Separate social pressures, Sammy’s
influence and Mickey’s own choices.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does the final counterfactual change the meaning of the twins’ childhood resemblance?
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EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

EDWARD LYONS

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Edward’s generosity can coexist with limited understanding. His different upbringing gives him resources Mickey
cannot access and shapes what each considers a solvable problem.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Shares a childhood bond )

2 Receives protected )

opportunities

3 Offers help from privilege

4 Faces a bond he never
understood

GENEROSITY WITHOUT FULL UNDERSTANDING

“Yes, of course”

Edward, Act 1: immediately agreeing to share more sweets

PAIRED WITH

“a job so important”

Edward, Act 2: questioning Mickey during the Christmas reunion

METHOD — MEANING

His easy agreement shows real childhood generosity. The later
question reveals the limit of kindness without experience:
protected from the need to earn, Edward does not understand
what work means to Mickey's security and dignity. Russell
complicates a simple rich villain versus poor victim contrast.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Meeting across class

The boys become friends before they
fully understand the difference between
their households. Affection makes later
separation more painful.

Education and opportunity

His upbringing supplies educational
resources and access to influence. The
play invites comparison with what
Mickey is able to obtain.

The limits of rescue

Practical help for Linda and Mickey
occurs within a relationship of unequal
power. Good intentions do not
automatically resolve that imbalance.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Avoid treating privilege as proof that every kind act is false. His limits are most convincing when analysed alongside

genuine affection.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why can Edward’s well-meant help make Mickey feel the class gap more sharply?
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EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

MRS JOHNSTONE

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mrs Johnstone’s decision emerges from poverty and unequal bargaining power. The musical gives emotional force to
both her constrained choices and her enduring attachment.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Faces material pressure » 2Gives up atwin y 3 Keeps caring across » 4 Reveals the truth too late

separation

REASSURANCE BECOMES RESISTANCE

“He is yours” METHOD — MEANING

Mrs Johnstone to Mrs Lyons, Act 2: confrontation about Edward

She first tries to reassure Mrs Lyons about her relationship with
and the locket

Edward. Her later declaration refuses to let money determine
another separation. The change within the scene gives Mrs
Johnstone agency: financial insecurity does not mean she will
accept every bargain. This is a shift within one scene, not an
early-to-final quotation pair.

PAIRED WITH

“I'm stayin’ here”

Mrs Johnstone, later in the same confrontation: refusing money
to move away

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

The first bargain

Material insecurity makes the offer of
support persuasive. Consider how Mrs
Lyons’s power shapes what appears to
be a private agreement.

Continuing attachment

Her relationship with Edward makes the
separation emotionally incomplete. The
locket preserves a connection the

household division is meant to conceal.

The revelation

Revealing the twins’ identity aims to
prevent violence, but comes after years
of secrecy and divergent opportunity.
The truth cannot simply restore their
childhood bond.

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Song, repetition and performance communicate feelings ordinary dialogue cannot contain. Use your own edition’s song

passages when extending the argument.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does financial pressure shape the apparent choice she is offered?
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EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

MRS LYONS

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mrs Lyons tries to secure love through possession and secrecy. Material privilege cannot produce the emotional
security she seeks.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Seeks a child » 2 Secures secrecy y 3 Fears losing control y 4 Interferes in adult
relationships

POSSESSION GIVES WAY TO PERSECUTION

“] took him” METHOD — MEANING
Mrs Lyons, Act 2: confronting Mrs Johnstone about Edward The blunt verb admits that acquiring the child has failed to create
PAIRED WITH the secure bond she wanted. The shadow simile makes Mrs
s ” Johnstone's continued presence feel inescapable. Her fear

like a shadow : . :

escalates towards the knife attack; wealth has provided control

Mrs Lyons, later in the same confrontation: imagining Mrs without emotional security. These quotations chart escalation
Johnstone following her within one scene.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Securing the secret Moving house Escalation
The invented warning about separated Relocation reveals both the family’s The confrontation with Mrs Johnstone
twins turns superstition into coercion. It resources and Mrs Lyons’s fear that and later interference expose
is a claim used to silence Mrs distance will not secure Edward’s possessiveness becoming destructive.
Johnstone, not a proven rule of the affection. Explain her insecurity without excusing
world. her conduct.
(& )
PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Her fear is real, but it does not justify coercion or interference. Distinguish sympathy for insecurity from approval of her
actions.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does the secret intended to protect her family make her increasingly afraid?
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EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

LINDA

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Linda’s life reveals the effects of class and the twins’ unequal opportunities beyond the brothers themselves. She has
needs and choices that exceed a rivalry between men.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Shares childhood play » 2 Chooses a relationship y 3 Bears adult pressures y 4 Seeks help beyond the
home

PROTECTING MICKEY, ASSERTING HER OWN NEEDS

“leave him alone” METHOD — MEANING
Linda, Act 2: defending teenage Mickey against the teacher The first imperative challenges authority on Mickey's behalf. The
PAIRED WITH later first-person declaration insists that her own needs matter

» ’ too. Her care continues, but marriage, parenthood and Mickey's

| need you illness make protection more difficult. Analyse the strain in their
Linda, Act 2: the post-prison argument about Mickey's tablets relationship without presenting stopping prescribed medication
as a simple cure.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

Beyond the rivalry Care under pressure Asking Edward for help
She is a childhood companion and a Mickey’s unemployment, imprisonment Institutional influence can obtain
person with desires and loyalties. Begin and illness affect the household. Notice practical support that affection alone
with her own speech and actions, rather the emotional and practical work Linda cannot supply. The developing affair
than defining her only through the twins. takes on. complicates the help and intensifies the
conflict.
(& )
PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Discuss the affair without reducing her to its cause or blaming her for the whole tragedy. Consider constrained choices,
care and the men’s actions.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Linda make the effects of unemployment visible inside a relationship?
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EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

THE NARRATOR

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

The Narrator makes disaster feel inevitable while the drama reveals social conditions that can be questioned. Tension
between fate and class is central to the musical.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Reveals the outcome » 2 Returns with warnings y 3 Shadows the bargain y 4 Challenges the audience

FROM JUDGING A MOTHER TO QUESTIONING SOCIETY

“come judge for yourselves” METHOD — MEANING
IR, 60 1 € L) VETEE: BT Al YT UEIETED The direct invitation gives the audience responsibility for
PAIRED WITH judgement. The final question widens that judgement from the

» K I ” mothers' bargain to the social system that divided the twins'
come to know as class lives. The framing encourages the audience to test the apparent
Narrator, Act 2 final question after the deaths explanation of superstition against material inequality.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

The ending first Recurring appearances The final challenge
Revealing the deaths creates dramatic Direct address and repeated musical The framing encourages a choice of
irony: the audience watches characters warnings interrupt everyday scenes. A explanation. Test the atmosphere of fate
make decisions without the knowledge it production can make the figure seem against unequal resources, education
already possesses. accusatory, supernatural or socially and employment.
judgemental.

S J

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Revealing the ending creates dramatic irony and anticipation, not necessarily proof that supernatural fate controls every
choice.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

Why does the final challenge make us reconsider the repeated superstitious warnings?

EXAM STASH - examstashhq.com




EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

SAMMY JOHNSTONE

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Sammy connects early intimidation to adult criminal violence. His influence gives the idea of a role model a darker
form than Edward’s friendship.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Models older-boy power » 2 Makes aggression y 3 Draws Mickey into crime y 4 Extends childhood danger
ordinary into adulthood

TAKING SWEETS, MINIMISING ARMED VIOLENCE

“Give us a sweet” METHOD — MEANING
Sammy, Act 1: interrupting the boys after their blood-brother pact The early imperative establishes an older brother who demands
PAIRED WITH and takes. The later minimising phrase makes real guns sound

» o . ” harmless, easing Mickey towards criminal involvement. The
They’re just frighteners progression links childhood intimidation to dangerous adult
Sammy, Act 2: persuading Mickey to help with the robbery persuasion without claiming that youthful aggression makes

violence inevitable.

TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA

An older child’s status Games become danger Persuading Mickey
Mickey watches an older brother who Childhood threats initially seem Lack of work makes criminal money
claims authority through aggression. reversible. The robbery turns a pattern of  attractive, but coercion and minimisation
Performance can show both imitation intimidation towards actual weapons and also matter. Class conditions increase
and uncertainty. irreversible harm. vulnerability without making criminality
inevitable.

(& )

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

Class explains vulnerability and opportunity; it does not make criminality an inherent working-class trait. Keep that
distinction explicit.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

How does Russell change the audience’s response to childhood games when violence becomes real?
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EXAM STASH BLOOD BROTHERS / CHARACTER STASH

MR LYONS

Key features - development - paired evidence

THE BIG IDEA

Mr Lyons helps represent the resources and assumptions surrounding Edward’s upbringing. His limited presence
makes the division between financial authority and daily care visible.

FOLLOW THE CHARACTER

1 Leaves for business » 2 Assumes financial y 3 Agrees to moving home y 4 Remains emotionally
authority distant
/ )
DELEGATED DOMESTIC DUTY, CONTROLLED MONEY
“your domain” METHOD — MEANING
Al By W) (Lo, Se TR LB 7T 58 =7 et el dleal bl Assigning the home to his wife lets him withdraw from its daily
Johnstone's work work and moral decisions. The abrupt question about money
PAIRED WITH nevertheless asserts financial authority. These show a
“My God, what for?” consistent division of power, not a characte.r transformatlo_n: Mrs
Lyons appears to control the household while relying on his
Mr Lyons, Act 1: responding to Mrs Lyons's request for fifty resources
pounds ’
TRACE THE CHARACTER THROUGH THE DRAMA
Public and domestic power Financial control Resources that change surroundings
His business absences leave much Compare his withdrawal from household The family can move to answer a
family care to Mrs Lyons. Relative decisions with his attention to the money = domestic fear. Contrast that freedom
absence can be an important theatrical requested. Authority can remain with the Johnstones’ more constrained
feature of a character. powerful even when it seems detached. opportunities to alter their environment.
(. J

PUSH THE ARGUMENT

His small role needs close attention to stage presence and absence. Avoid inventing a dramatic moral conversion the
script does not supply.

COVER THE SHEET. CAN YOU EXPLAIN...?

What does Mr Lyons’s relative absence reveal about authority and care in his household?
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