
EXAM STASH LOVE AND RELATIONSHIPS

WHEN WE TWO PARTED
Lord Byron

WHAT HAPPENS? A speaker revisits a secret relationship through grief, betrayal and silence.

BIG IDEA Secrecy and betrayal leave a relationship emotionally unfinished long after its end.

FOUR EVIDENCE FRAGMENTS · ZOOM IN, THEN EXPLAIN

“In silence and tears,”
Repeated phrase

The ending shows that time has not supplied a new
response.

“Colder thy kiss;”
Comparative adjective

Expected warmth becomes an intensified sign of emotional
distance.

“A knell in mine ear;”
Metaphor

Hearing the former lover’s name resembles hearing a
funeral bell.

“In secret we met –”
Retrospective revelation

Secrecy explains why suffering has remained privately
contained.

FORM

Four eight-line stanzas with recurring
rhyme and short lines; the final phrase
returns to the opening.

CONTEXT

Byron’s lyric presents a wounded
speaker. Treat the voice as a
constructed perspective rather than a
transparent autobiography.

COMPARE IT WITH…

Neutral Tones: painful memory. Winter
Swans: a contrasting possibility of
repair.

VOICE, TONE & FEELINGS · FOLLOW THE SHIFTS

Separation
GRIEVING

Physical coldness makes the original
parting feel like a warning of future hurt.

Public name, private history
ASHAMED AND RESENTFUL

Other people’s conversation reopens a
wound they do not know exists.

Imagined reunion
UNRESOLVED

A future encounter circles back to the
emotional language of the separation.

FULL POEM: use your anthology. Evidence fragments are prompts for close reading.
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