EXAM STASH ° Winter Swans

What happens?

A couple’s strained walk moves towards renewed closeness.

The main idea

A damaged relationship can begin to repair through shared observation and a
small physical movement.

1. “apart”

Method: Spatial adverb

The walk’s physical arrangement embodies the couple’s estrangement.
2. “unison”

Method: Coordinated movement

The birds offer an image of acting together without losing individuality.
3. “porcelain”

Method: Metaphor

Apparent delicacy is combined with the swans’ balanced strength.

4. “folded”

Method: Closing verb

The hands settle into closeness, suggesting gentleness rather than forced
repair.

Form and structure

Six tercets followed by a final couplet; enjambment and the changed ending
shape movement towards pairing.

examstashhg.com



EXAM STASH ° Winter Swans

Development, voice and tone

After rain — Strained. The couple move through a saturated environment while
maintaining emotional distance.

Watching swans — Tentatively hopeful. Synchronised movement offers an
alternative pattern of relationship.

Hands meet — Quietly reconciliatory. Physical closeness develops before
either speaker explains it.

Context

Sheers makes a wintry landscape and observable animal behaviour a means
of exploring a human relationship.

Comparison links

Neutral Tones: contrasting outcomes. Love’s Philosophy: nature and intimacy.

Recall question

How is repair suggested through movement rather than explanation?
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